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CONSUMPTION FINANCING

CREDIT BANKS By the end of 2021, the member institutions of the Bankenfachverband had lent 167.8 billion euros to
consumers and businesses. The number of motor vehicles financed was 1.6 million.

The credit banks finance private consumption at branch 
banks, on the internet and above all in retail trade. In 2021 
they increased their portfolio by 2.4 percent. Consumer  
finance mainly involves instalment loans.

FINANCING 2021 IN GERMANY

MARKETS In 2021 German consumers borrowed 0.8 percent less than in 2020. Companies in Germany financed
4.8 percent more investments per loan compared to the previous year. The market leaders in consumption financing
are the MFI credit banks with a share of 58 percent.

CONSUMPTION FINANCING

AUTOMOBILE REGISTRATIONS

At the end of 2021 consumers had borrowed 0.8 percent 
less for consumption purposes than in the previous year.  
The sub-segment of instalment loans decreased by 0.8 per-
cent. Private consumption rose by 0.1 percent.

* Lending to domestic employees and other individuals (without housing loans) 
** The figures of the previous year are based on the consolidated quarterly changes.

63% – Cash  
32.3 bn euros (+9.7%)

1% – RVs, motorbikes  
0.6 bn euros (–7.0%)

5% – Furniture,
kitchens, household

appliances, EDP 
2.3 bn euros (−25.5%)

3% – Other 
1.7 bn euros (–36.5%)

28% – Cars   
14.6 bn euros (−7.3%)

New business

Change to 2020 in %

−0,2%

51.5  
bn euros

−0.2%

INVESTMENT FINANCING

The credit banks finance commercial investments in trade or 
directly to the customer. Their portfolio increased in 2021 by 
0.8 percent. The main focus of investment financing is loans 
for machines and for cars with a share of 33 percent each.

33% – Cars
2.9 bn euros (+0.1%)

4% – Special-purpose
technologies
0.4 bn euros (–4.6%)

33% – Machines
3.0 bn euros (–10.5%)

16% – Other
1.5 bn euros (–31.5%)

14% – Other vehicles
1.3 bn euros (+4.9%)

New business

New business

AUTOMOTIVE FINANCING

The most important item in consumer and investment  
finance is the motor vehicle. With automotive loans, the key 
form of financing, and leasing, new business for credit banks 
in 2021 came to a total of 31.7 billion euros. The outstandings 
stood at 79.4 billion euros as of 31 Dec 2021.

Change to 2020 in %

Leasing 435.3 k

Credit 310.0 k

New cars 745.3 k

Leasing 11.7 k 

Credit 77.8 k 

Other 89.5 k 

Credit 677.8 k

Leasing 53.9 k

Used cars 731.7 k

20% 
(–16.4%)

28% 
(+10.4%)

–9,7%

3%
(+0.1%)

5%
(–11.9%) 1%

(–23.1%)

–5,9%

The rates of changes are based on adjusted data for the reporting year.

9.1  
bn euros

1.6
mn 

motor vehicles

–9.7%

–5.9%

43% 
(–5.7%)

2020**

2021

234.6

232.7 (–0.8%)

185.5 49.1

Lending to domestic households* – MFI portfolio as of 31 Dec. 2021 in billions of euros

  Instalment loans   �Other loans

184.1 (–0.8%) 48.6 (–1.0%)

* Portfolio adjustment as of 31 Dec 2021
Sources: Deutsche Bundesbank, calculations: Bankenfachverband

48% – Regional banks 
88.1 bn euros

10% – Other 
18.5 bn euros 

16% – Savings banks 
29.9 bn euros 

58% – Credit banks 
107.2 bn euros

16% – Coopera
tive banks 

28.8 bn euros 

10% – Big banks 
18.8 bn euros

Market shares instalment loans – MFI portfolio as of 31 Dec 2021: 184.1 bn euros*

INVESTMENT FINANCING

Investments in equipment in the economy as a whole grew 
in 2021 by 3.4 percent. Companies had financed 4.8 percent 
more investments per loan compared to the previous year.

Sources: Deutsche Bundesbank, calculations: Bankenfachverband
* Lending to domestic enterprises and self-employed persons
** The figures of the previous year are based on the consolidated quarterly changes.

1,624

1,702 (+4.8%)

190

203 (+6.8%)

229

240 (+4.5%)

1,205

1,259 (+4.5%)

2020**

2021

Lending to domestic enterprises* – MFI portfolio as of 31 Dec. 2021 in billions of euros

  short-term   medium-term   �long-term

Market shares medium-term business loans – MFI portfolio as 
of 31 Dec 2021: 239.5 bn euros

35% – Savings banks 
83.4 bn euros 

24% – Regional banks 
57.3 bn euros

19% – Other 
45.3 bn euros

10% – Big banks 
24.1 bn euros 

12% – Coopera-
tive banks 

29.4 bn euros 

4% – Credit banks 
10.3 bn euros 

2020 2020

2021 2021

8,513

8,227 (–3.4%)

7,021

6,703 (–4.5%)

3,575 (–7.8%)

2,622 (–10.1%) 953 (–0.7%)

1,492 

3,878

2,918 960

1,524 (+2.2%)

Changes in ownership

  �Cars (Item count in thousands)   �Other vehicles including trailers  
(Item count in thousands)

New registrations


